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SUBJ: SEIZED U.S. VESSELS: INCIDENT ON NEPTUNE 

REF: GUAYAQUIL 393 

1. DEWITT REPORTS AT 3:30 HE HAS SECURED RELEASE OP ALL NEPTUNE 
PERSONNEL, WHO NOW RETURNING TO BOAT. TWO ECUADOREAN GUARDS AND 
TWO U.S. OPPICERS ALSO ON BOARD. HE IS TRYING TO PERSUADE NAVAL 
AUTHORITIES NOT TO BRING CHARGES AGAINST CREWMEMBERS. 

2. STILL UNCLEAR HOW INCIDENT DEVELOPED, ALTHOUGH APPARENTLY IT 
WAS INITIATED BY NEPTUNE MATE AND ECUADOREANS REACTED WITH UNDUE 
PORCE. SHOTS WERE PIRED AND CONSIDERABLE MANUAL VIOLENCE WAS 
USED. STATEMENTS BEING TAKEN BY CONSULAR OPPICERS FROM ALL 

CREW MEMBERS. 

3. SITUATION EXTREMELY TENSE AND APPEARS IMPERATIVE THAT NEPTUNE 
DEPART ASAP. DEPT PLEASE CONTACT STARKIST AND URGE THAT THEY BE 
RECEPTIVE TO BUY BACK IP ORDERED, IN INTERESTS AVOIDING MORE 
SERIOUS INCIDENTS. WE EXPLORING BUYBACK POSSIBILITY WITH 
OPFICIALS HERE BUT NEED SOME ASSURANCE OP STARKIST POSITIVE 
REACTION. 
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4. DEWITT REPORTS FORCE USED BY ECUADOREANS ABOARD U.S. VESSEL 
WOULD WARRANT FORMAL PROTEST UNDER MORE NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 

HOWEVER, PRIMARY INTEREST NOW IS TO AVOID ACTION AGAINS USC 
CREWMEMBERS WHICH WOULD PROLONG AND EXACERBATE PROBLEM. FORMAL 
PROTEST MIGHT WELL PROMPT ECUADOREAN NAVY TO BRING CHARGES 
TO JUSTIFY THEIR USE OF FORCE. 

DEWITT 
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